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Working together to tackle occupational lung disease
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B R E AT H E  F R E E LY
Controlling exposures to prevent

occupational lung disease in

MANUFACTURING
 

Work-related lung disease
and deaths in the UK

manufacturing industry

Estim
ated number of workers who carry out welding activities 190,000

Asth
ma, c

ancer, C
OPD, pneumonia

Estim
ated deaths from work-related cancer caused by welding 150

Cases of hospitalised pneumonia caused by inhaling metal fume 40-50

ILL HEALTH CONDITIONS
ASSOCIATED WITH WELDING WORK
Every year

Effe
cts o

n the nervous sy
stem, metal fume fever 

Reduced lung function, throat and lung irritation

13,000
Estimated total deaths
from work related illness12,000
8,000

Estimated deaths
caused by

occupational
respiratory disease Estimated deaths caused by

asbestos related diseases
or Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease
(COPD) such as bronchitis
and emphysema

ALL INDUSTRIES

Number of people currently suffering with
work related breathing or lung problems

Every year

who have
ever worked

141,000
who have worked in
the last 12 months

36,000

MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY
Every year

4,000 Estimated number of people suffering from
breathing and lung problems caused or
made worse by their work

2,200

*HSE national statistics on occupational lung disease

Estimated number of deaths
from cancer caused by past

work in manufacturing industries*

Rates of occupational asthma*

Manufacturing Industry

All industry average
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